Surgeon and family physician opinions of the general surgical needs of family practice residents: a pilot study.
There is a lack of data assessing needs and evaluating educational objectives in general surgery for family practice residents. Studies suggest that family practice residency graduates feel underprepared in some surgical areas. This study provides results of a survey of 28 surgeons, practicing family physicians and family practice residents in the Northeast regarding the importance of 166 surgical objectives. The groups are compared to each other to detect differences in perceptions about what family practice residents should be taught in general surgery. Surgeons attached significantly less importance to nine of 21 general categories of learning objectives (e.g. emergency skills) than did practicing family physicians or family practice residents. No differences in ratings of surgical objectives were observed for 12 of 21 general categories.